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. Nevertheleſs, I have ſomewhat agginſt Thee, becauſe 


g. Remember therefore from whence Thou art fallen, and repent, and © © 


„ 40 Thy firſt Work ; or elſe I will come unto Thee quickly, and vill 5 my XI 
Nove Thy.Cauate-ſtick out of his Plate, except Thou int. 
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"FF After Fobn Welfb was born a Gentleman, his Father being Lairdof c: 
lieftoun, (an Eſtate rather competent, than large, in the Shire of 
FRY Nithſdale) about the Lear 1570, the Dawning of our Reformation, 
being then but dark: He was then a fich. Example of Grace and Mercy, but 
the Night went before the Day, being a moſt hopeleſs” extravigant Boy : It 
was not enought to him? frequently when he was a-young Stripling, to run 
away from the School, and play the Trowant z but after he had paſt his 
Grammar, and was come to be a Youth, he left the School, and his Father's 
Houſe, and went and join'd himſelf to the Thieves on the Engliſi Border,who  . 
uv d by robbing the two.Nations, and amongſt them he ſtay'd, till he ſpent 
2 Suit of Gloaths, Then when he. was cloathed only with Rags, the Prodi- 
| - gal's Miſery brought him to the Prodigal's Reſolutiens, ſo he reſolyed to 1e 
. turn to his Father's Houſe, but durſt not adventure, till he ſhould interpoſe 
Yn a Reconciler. So he in his return homeward, he took Dumfrers in his Way, | ©. 
where he had an Aunt, one Agnes For ſyth, and with her he diverted ſome 
Days, earneſtly entreating her to reconcile him to his Father. While he 
lurked in her Houſe, his Father came proyſdentially to the Houſe toſalute his 
Conting Mrs. Forſyth; and after they had talked a while, ſhe asked him. 
"Whether ever he had heard any News of his Son John? To her he Reply d 
with great Grief, O cruel Woman, how can you name hes Name to me? The | 
firſt-News I expect to hear of him, is, that he is hang d for a Thief. She an- —Y 
ſwered, any a proflig ate Boy had become a 'vertuous Man, and comforted N 
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"4 him. He infiſted upon his ſad complaint; but asked, Whether ſhe knew 1 
. loſt San was yet alive. She anſwered, Les, he was, and ſhe ho d he mo t 
prove a better Man than he was a Boy: And with that ſhe called upon him, 
to come to his Father. He came weeping and kneelet, 'beſeeching his Father 
for CHRIST's fake to pardon his Misbehaviour; rap ry engadged tobe 
Im. 
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a New Man. his Father reproach'd 1 and threatned 


9 * 
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1 2 
by the Boy's Tears, and Mrs. Ferſyth's Importunities, he was perſwaded to Re- 
conciliation. The Boy intreated his Father to put him to the Colledge, and 
there to try his Beheaviour, and if ever thereafter he ſhould break, he ſaid, 

Hie ſhould becontent his Father ſhould diſclaim him for ever : So his Father 
carried him home, and put him to the Colledge, and there he became a dili- 
gent Student, of great Expectation, and ſnhewed himſelf a ſincere Convert, 
and ſo he proceeded to the Miniſtry. in; + Þ | i 
Vis firſt Poſt in the Miniſtry' was at ee he was yet very young, 
And the Country rude : While he was there, his Miniſtry was rather admir- 
ed by ſome; than received by many: For he was always attended with the 
Prophet's Shadow, the Hatred of the Wicked: Yea, even the Miniſters of 
that Country, were more ready to pick a Quarrel with his Perſon, than to fol- 
low his Doctrine, as may appear to this Day in their Synodical Records, where 
"we find he had many to cenſure him, and only ſome to defend him; yet it 
Was thought, his Miniſtry in that Place was not without Fruit, though he 
ſtayed but ſhort Time there. Being a young Man unmarried, he tabled him - 

; ſelf in the Houſe of one Mitebhelhil, - and took a young Boy of his to be his 
Bed - ſellowy, ho to his dying day retained both a Reſpe& to Mr. Welb and 
"his Miniſtry, from the Impreſſions Mr. We! his Behaviour made upon his 

Apprehenſion, though but a Child. His Cuſtom was, when he went to Bed 
at Night, to lay-a Scots Plaid above his Bed Cloths, and when he went to his 
Night Prayers, to fit up and cever himſelf nepligently therewith; and ſo to 
_ _*continue; For from the Beginning of his Miniſtry to his Death, he reckon'd 
the Day ill ſpent, if he ſaid not ſeven or eight Hours in Prayer; and this the 
| Boy would never forget even to hoary Hairs. | 
__ © - Thadonce the Curioſity travelling through that Town, to call for an Old- 
Man, (his Name was Eware } who remembred upon Mr. Y'Yelf his being 
in that Jace, and after other Diſcourſes, enquired of him, what for a Man 
Mr. Welſh-was? His Anſwer was, O Sir, He was a-Type of Chriſt: An Ex- 
3 more ſignificant than proper; for his Meaning was, That he was an 
Example that imitated Chriſt, as indeed in many things he did: He told me 
"allo, that his Cuſtom was to preach publickly once every Day, and to ſpend 
his whole Time in 7 xerciſes; that ſome in that Place waited well u- 
on his Miniſtry with great Tenderneſs, but that he was conſtrained to leave 
that Place, becauſe of the Malice of the Wicked. 
The Special Cauſe. of his Departure was, a prophane Gentleman in the 
Country (one Sot of Headſchaw, whoſe Family is now extinct) but 
becauſe Mr. /Yz1þ had either reproved him, or meerly from Hatred, Mr. 
. elſb was molt unworthily abuſed by the unhappy Man, and amengſt 
the reſt of the Injuries he did him, this was one, Mr. YYelſ kept always 
bee Horſes for his own Uſe, and the wicked Gentleman, when he could 
Aso no more, either with his own Hand, or his Servant's, cut off. the —_ 5 
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of the to-inndcent Beaſts, . Seh followed ſuch effuſion of Bleod, 
| that they both Died, which Mr. Welfs did much reſent, and ſuch baſe 
Uſage as this petſwaded him to liſten to a Cu to the Miniftry at Kirkeud- 
bright which was his next Poſt, i SA og Toe | 
But when he was to leave Se{kirk, he could net find a* Man in all the | 
Town t6+Tranſport his Furniture, except only Ewert, who was at that | 
Time a poor Young Man, but Maſter of Two Horſes;*with which he Tran 
ſported Mr. Welſ his Goods, and fo left him, - but as he took his leave, Mr. 
Welfp gave him his Bleſting, and a piece of Gold for à Token, Exhorting 
him to fear GOD, and promiſed he ſhould never want, which Promiſe, 
Providence made good through the whole courſe of the Man's Life, as 
was obſerved by all his Neighbours, - ': i F = 
At Kirkeudbright he ſtayed not long; but there he reaped a Harveſt of - 
Converts, which ſubſiſted long after his Departure, and were a part of Mr. 4 
Famuel Rut herford's Flock, though not his Pariſh, While he was Miniſter dy IS 
at Anwith : Yet when his Cal to Air came to him, the People of tze 
Pariſh of Xirtcudbright never offered to detain him, ſo his Tranſportation ' 
to Air was the more eaſy, a, AE: | 
While he was in Kirkendbright, he met with a Young Gallant, in Scarlet” 
ang Silver Lace ((the Gentleman's Name was Mr. Robert Glendoning )' 
new come Home from his Travels, and much ſurpriſed the Young Man by 
telling him, he behoved to change his Garb, and way of Life, and betake- 
himſelt to the Study of the Scriptures, which at that Time was not his bufi; 
neſs; for he ſhould be his Succeſſor in the Miniſtry at Kirkeudbright, which” 
accordingly came to paſs ſome Time thereafter. I 0 
Mr. VVelſb was Tranſported to Air in the Year 1590; and there he 
continued till he was Baniſh'd, there he had à very hard beginning, but a 
very ſweet End; For when he came firſt to the Town, the Country was 
ſo wicked, and the hatred of Godlineſs fo great, that there could not one 
in all the Town be found, who would let him a Houſe to dwell in, ſo he 
| was conſtrained to Accomodate himſelf the beſt he might, in a part of a+ 
Gentleman's Houſe for a Time, the Gentleman's Name was John Sreuurt 
: Merchant, and ſometimes Proveſt of Air, an Eminent Chriſtian, and great 
Aſſiſtantrof Mr, FPelp, , J. 
And when he had firſt taken up his Reſidence in that Town, the Place 
was ſo divided into Factions, and filled with Bloody Conflicts a Man could 
hardly walk the Streets with Safety ; - Wherefore Mr. Vilß made it his 
firſt Nn to remove the Bloody Quarrellings, but he found it a 
very difficult Work: - Yet ſuch was his-earneſtnels to purſue his Deſign, 
that many Times he would ruſh betwixt to Parties of Men Fighting; even 
in the midſt of Blood and Wounds. He uſed to cover his Head with a a 
Head · piece before he went to ſeparate theſe Bloody Enemies, but would + 
| 8 0 never 
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never uſe à Sword, that they might ſee he came ſor Peace, and not ſer 
War, and ſo by little and little he made the Town a peaceable Habitation. 

His manner was aſter he had ended a Skirmiſh amongſt his Nejghbours, 
and reconciled theſe bitter Enemies, to cauſe cover a Table upon the 
Street, and there brought the Enemies together, and beginning with Praye! 
- he perſwaded them to. profeis themſelves Friends, and then to Eat an 
Drink together: Then laſt of all he ended the Work with ſinging a Pſalm: 
For after the Rude People begun to obſerve his Example, and {iſten to his 
Heavenly Doctrine, he came quickly to that Reſpect amongſt them, that he 
1 became not only a neceſſar Counſellor, without whoſe Counſel they would 
do nothing, but an Example to imitate,and ſo he Buried the Bloody quarrels. 
* He gavehimſelf wholly to Miniſterial Exerciſes, he Preached once every 
Day, he prayed the third of his time, was unwearied in his Studies, and 
for a Proof of this, it was found among his Papers, that he had abridged 
Suarez, his Metaphyſicks when they came firſt tohis hand, even when he 
was well firickenin Years, _ By all which it appears, that he has been not 
only a Man of great Diligence, but alſo a ſtrong and robuſt Natural Conſti- 
- tution, otherwiſe he had never endured the Fatigue. dk Ty 
Baut if his Diligence was great, ſo it is doubted, whether his ſowing in pain» 
ſulneſs, or his Harveſt in Sueceſs was greater, for if either his Spiritual Ex- 
periences in ſeeking the LORD, or his Fruitfulneſs, in converting Souls, be 
:confidered, they will be found unparallefed in Scotland. And many Years 
after Mr, Welz his Death, Mr. David Dickſon at that time a flouriſhing 
Miniſter at 1rmine; was frequently heard to lay, when People talked to 
him of the Succeſs of his Miniſtry, That the Grape-gleanings in Air in Ar. 
- Welſh his Time, were far above the Vintage of Irvine, in his own. Mr. Welſh his 
Preaching was Spiritual and Searching; his Utterance Tender and 1 8 
e did not much inſiſt upon Schloa tick Purpoſes, he made no ſhew of his 
| Learning. I heard once one of his Hearers (who was afterwards Miniſter at 
Moor- kirł in Kyle ) ſay, That no Alan could hardly hear him, and forbear 
Weeping, his Conveyance was ſo affecting. There is a large Volumn of his | 
| _ - Sermons , now in Scotland ; but never any of them came to the Preſs, nor 
Aa he ever appear in Print, except in his Diſpute with Abbot Brewn the Pa- 
piſt, wherein he makes it appear, his Learning was not behind his other Vir- 
tues: And ia another piece, called Du Welſ his Armagaddon. Printed I 
ſuppoſe in France, wherein he gives his Meditation, upon the Enemies of 
| 7 Church, and their Deſtruction. But the price it ſelf is rarely to be 
ound. n 1 7 | 
. Sometimes, before he went to Sermon, he would ſend for his Elders, and 
N tell them, he was afraid to goto Pulpit; becauſe he found himſelf fore de- 
| + ferted: And therefore deſired one or more of them to pray, and then he 
would venture to Pulpit. But, it was obſer Md, this humbling 1 yu 
Ft e ordinary 
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ordinarly to be followed, with a'Flame of extraordinary Aﬀiſtance; ſo near? | 
Neighbours are many Times contrare Diſpenſations and Frames. He would- ; 
many Times retire to the Church of Air, which was at ſome diſtance from 
the Town, and there ſpend the whole Night in Prayer; for he uſed to al- 


low his Affections full Expreſſion, and prayed not only with audible, -but- | 

: ſome, Times, loud Voice; Nor did he irke in that ſolitude, all the Night o- | 

, ver; which hath (it may be) occafioned the contemptible Slander of lome - 

8 malicions Enemies, who were ſo bold, as tocall him no leſs than a Witch. 

1 There was in Air before he came to it, an Aged Man, a- Miniſter of the 

0 Town, called Port erſield, the Man was judged no bad Man, for his perſonal 

Inclinations, but of ſo eaſie a "Diſpoſition, that he wſed many Times to go 

4 too great a length with his Neighbours in many dangerous Practices; an | 

4 amongſt the reſt, he ufed to go to the Bow buts, and Archery, on Sabbath 

1 Afternoon, to Mr, Welſh his great Diſſatisfaction. But the way he uſed to 

t reclaim him, was not bitter Severity; but this Gentle Policy: Mr. Welſh to 

75 gether with John Stuart, and Hugh Kennedy, his two intimate Friends, u- 

r {ed to ſpend the Sabbath Afternoon in Religious Conference, and Prayer „ \ 

. and to this Exerciſe they invite Mr. Porterfield, which he could not refuſe, 

G2 by which Means he was not only diverted from his former finful Practice, but Y 

50 — ou brought to a more watchful, and edifying Behaviour in his Courſe: ; 
OT Life. LY | * 41205. 1 — | 

bs He married Elizabeth Knox IRONS to the Famous Mr. John Rub, 

to Miniſter at Edinburgh, the Apoſtle of Scotland, and fhe lived with him from” 4 

1 his Youth till his Death. By her, I have heard, he had three Sons: The 1 

his firſt was called Doctor Welſ, a Doctor of Medicine, who was unhappily kil- 


led upon an-innocent Miſtake in the Low Countries, and of him I never 


heard more. Another Son, he had moſt lamentably loſt at Sea; for when the. 


at Ship in which he was, was ſunk, he fwam to a Rock in the Sea, but ſtarved: 

ear there, for want ot neceſſary Food and Refreſhment, and when ſome time af- 

his terward, his Body was found upon the Rock, they found him dead in a 

nor praying Poſture upon his bended Knees, with his Hands ſtreached out, and | 
Pa- this was all the Satistaction his Friends and the World had upon his lamenta- 
Fir- dle Death, ſo bitter to his Friends. Another Son l was Heir to | 
d 1 his Father's Graces and Bleſſings, and this was Ja Welſh Miniſter at Temple, 4 
5 of Patrick'in the North of Fetand;. commonly called: the-Cock of the Conſcience, 4 


% 


by the People of the Country, becaule of his extraordinary wakening.and _ | 


rouſing Gift : He was one of that bleſt Society of Miniſters, which wrought 


and that unparalleled Workin the North of-/re/and, about the Year 1626, but 
de- was himſelf a Man moſt ſadly exerciſed with Doubts about his own Salvation 4 
n he all his Time, and would ordinarly ſay, That Mini it er was much to be pitied, | 
uſed ho was called to comfort weak Saints, and had na: Comfort himſelf. th died 
narly 


in his Youth, and leſt for his Succeſſor Mr. Johu Welle Miniſter at 852 | 
23 = S | | Gray 
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Cray in Galloway the Place of 100 Sund häthers Natit What Buſineſs this 
made in Scotland, in the Time of the late Epiſcopal Perſecution, for the Space 
of Twenty Tears, is knoven to all Scotland. He maintain'd his dangeraous 
Poſt of Preaching the Goſpel upon the Mountains of Scotland, notwtihſtanding 
of the Threatnings of the State, the Hatred of the Biſhops, the Price ſet upoa 
his Head, and all the fierce [nduftry-of his cruel Enemies. It is well known, 
that Bloody Clavey-howſe, upon ſecret Information from his Spyes, that Mr. 
.Welſ was to be found in ſome Lurking Place at Fourty Miles Diſtance, would 
make all that long Journey in one Winter's Night, that he might catch him 
but when he came miſꝰd always his Pray. I ne ver heard of a Man, that en- 
dured more Toyl, adventured upon more hazard, eſcaped ſo much hazard, 
not in the World, He uſed to tell his Friends, who counſelled him to be 
more cautious, and not hazard himfeit ſo much, That he firmly believed, dan- 
gerous Unaertakings would be his Security, and that when ever he ſhould give + 
over that Courſe and retire himſelf, his Miniftry ſhould come to an End. 
Which accordingly came te paſs ; for when after Bethel Bridge he retired 
to London, the LORD called him by Death, and there he was honourably 
buried, not far from the King's Palace. 
But to return to our Old Mr. Weich; as the Duty wherein he abounded 
and excelled moſt was Prayer, ſo his greateſt Attainments fell that Way. He 
uſed to ſay, He wondered how a Chriſtian could lye in Bed all Night and not 
we to pray: And many times he role, and many times he watched, One 
light he roſe from his Wife and went in to the next Room, where he ſtayed 
ſo long at ſecret Prayer, that his Wife fearing he might catch Cold, was con- 
ſtrained to riſe and followed him, and as ſhe hearkened, ſhe heard. him ſpeak 
as by interrupted Sentences, Lord, wilt thau not grant-me Scotland, and 
after a pauſe Enough, Lord, enough, and ſo ſhe returned to her Bed, and he 
followed her, not knowing ſhe had heard him, but when he was by her, ſhe 
asked him what he meant by ſaying, Enough, LORD, enough; he ſhewed 
himſelf diſſatisfied with her Curioſity, but told her, be had been wreſtling 
with the LORD for Scotland, and found there was @ [ad time at hand, but 
that the LORD would be gracious to a Remnant. This was about the Time 
when Biſhops firſt overſpread the Land, and corrupted the Church. This is 
more wonderful I amr to relate, l heard once an honeſt Miniſter, who was a Pa- 
riſhoner of Mr. Welfh many a day, ſay, That one Night as be watched in 
his Garden very late, and ſome Friends waiting upon him in his Houſe, and 
wearying becauſe of his long Stay, One of them chanced to open aWindow to- 
wards the Place where he walked, and ſaw clearly a ſtrang Light ſurround 
him, and heard him ſpeakftrange Words about his Spiritual Foy, I do neither 
add nor alter; I am the more induced to believe this, that I have heard 
from as good a hand as any in Scotland, that a very (Godly Man ( though | 
nota Miniſter ) after he had ſpent a-whole Night in a Country Houſe 2 | 
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the Houſe in the Muire, declared confidently, he ſaw ſuch am extra ainany. 
men, thu himſelf, which" was ro him bor b matter of n ier 23 


niſh ment. But though Mr Melſß had Bpon the account of his Holinels, 
ilities, and-Succels, acquired among his fubdued People, a very great Re · 
ſpect, yet was he never in ſuch Admiration, as after the great Plague wich 
- raged in Scotland about the Year . And one Cauſe was 
this, The Magiſtrates of Air, ſoraſmuch as this alone Town was free, 


and the Country about Infected, thought fit to Guard thePorts withSen- _ 


. tinels,and Watchmen, and one Day two Travelling Merchants, exch-with 


© a Pack of Cloath upon à Horſe, came to the. Town defiring Entrance 
©. that they might Sell their Goods, producing a Paſs from the Migiſtrates 


of the Town whence they came, which was at that time Sound and Free, 


yet notwithſtanding all this the Sentinels ſtopt them till the Magiſtrates 


e were called, and when they.came, they woald do nothing without their 


-© Miniſters Advice: So Mr, Welfs was called, and his Opinion askt; He 


_ © demurred, and putting off his Hat, with his Eyes towards Heaven for. a 


© pretty ſpace, though he..uttered no audible Words, yet continued in a 
© Praying Geſture: And after a little ſpace told the Magiſtrates they 
© wauld do well to Diſcharge theſe Travellers their Town, Aftrming with 
n great Aſſeveration, the Plague was in theſe Packs, lo the Magiſtrates 
-© Commanded them to be gone, and they went to Cumnock, a Town ſome 
© Twenty Miles diſtant, and there ſold their Goods, which kindled ſuch 
lofection in that Place, that the Living were hardly able to Bury their 
Dead: This made the People begin to tkink Mr. Weiß as an'Oracle.Ye...as 
he walked with GOD, and kept cloſs with Him, fo he forgot not Man, for 
he uſed frequently to Dine Abroad with ſuch of his Frien $, as he thought 
.were Perſons with whom he might maintain the Communion of the Saints; 


and once in the Year he uſed always to invite all his Familiars in the 


[Town to a Treat in his Houſe; where there was a Banquet of Holineſs 


.and Sobriety. | | * 
He continued the Courſe of his Miniftry in Air, till King Famer his pure 
poſe of Deſtroying the Church of Scotland, by Eſtabliſhing ithops was ripe, 


And then ĩt fell to be his Duty to Edſty the Church, by his Sufferings, as 


formerly he had done by his Doctrine. 
The ⸗Reaſon why King Fame was ſo Violent for Biſhops, was neither 
their Divine Inſtitution ( which he denyed they had) nor yet the profite 
the Church ſhould reap'by them ( ſor he knew well both the Mien and theie 
Communications) but meerly becauſe he believed they were uſeful Inſtru! 
ments to turn a Limited Monarchy into Ablolute Domi nion, and Subjects into 
1 — the Deſigu in the World he minded moſt. „ 
Always in the Purſuit of his Deſign, he followed this Method, in the 
firſt place he Reſolved to Deſtroy General Aſſemblies ; knowing well that 
o long as Aſſemblies might Conveen in freedom, ' Biſhops could never get 
their deſign'd Authority in Scotland, and the Diſſolution of Aſſemblies Je 
brought about in this manner. B 1 The 


* 
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The General Aſſembly at Holy Rood Houſe. ip the Near 1603, with the 
nt Conſens [adi& their next Meeting to be kept at, Aberdeen, the aſt 

* Tueſday of Fuly, in the Year 1604, and before that Day, came the King by 
his Commiſſioner the Laird of L2ureftuun, and Mr. Patrick. Galloway Mo- 
. derator of the laſt General.Aſſembly, in a Letier directed to the ſeveral Pres- 
by tries, continued the Meeting till the firſt Tucſday of July 1605, at the 
_ fame Place: . Laſt of all, in June 1605, the expected Mectiug to have been 


kept in July following, is by a new Letter from the Kiag's Commiſſion- 


er, and the Commiſlioners of the General Aſſembly, abſolutely Dilcharged, 
and Prohibited, but without naming any Day or Place, for any other Af. 
_. Fembly ;, And ſo the Series of our Aſſemblies expired, never to Revive again. 
in due Form, till the Covenant was Renewed in the Yzar 1638. However 
many of the Godly Miniſters of Scotland, knowing well, if once the Hedge 
ol the Government was broken, the Cortuption of the Doctrine would 
oon follow, Reſolved, not to quite their Aſſemblies jo. And therefore, 
2 Number of them conveened at Aberdeen upon the firſt Tueſday of July 
1605, being. the laſt Day that was diflin&ly appointed by Authority; And 
hen they had met, did no more but Conſtitute themſelves, and Diſſolve, 
and that was all. Amongſt thoſe was Mr. Welp, who tho' he had not 
been preſent, upon the preciſe Day, yet becauſe he came to the Place, and 
Approved What his Brethren had done, he was Accuſed 3s Guilty of the 
Treaſonable Fa committed by his Brethren; So Dangerous a Point Was 
the Name of a General Aſſembly, in King James his Jealous Judgement. 
Within a Month after this. Meeting, many of. thefe Gud'y Men were 
Incarcerat, ſome in one Prifon, ſome in another. Mr, Weh was ſent firſt 
to Edinburgh. Tel booth, and then to Blackneſs; And io from Priſon to Pri- 
fon, till he was Baniſhed to Fance, never to ſee Scotland again. | 
And now the Scene of his Life begins. to alter; But,., before. his Ble ſſed 
Sufferings, he had this ſtrange Warning: F 
Aſter the Meeting at Aberdeen was over, be retired immediately to 
Air; And one Night he reſe from his Wife, and went into his Garden, 
(is his Cuſtom was ) but ſtayed longer than Ordinary, which Troubled 
his Wife, Who, when he returned, expoſtulate with him very hard, for 
his Staying fo long, to wrong his Health: He bid her be quiet, for it 
mould be well with them. But he knew. well, he ſhould never Preach 
more at Air; and accordingly before the next Sabbath, he was carried 
Priſoner to Blackneſs Caſtle. After that, he, with many others, Who had 
met zt Aberdeen, were brought before the Council of Scotland, at Edin- 
burgh-, to Anſwer for their Rebellion and Contempt, in holding à Gene- 
ral Aſſembly, not Authorized by the King, And, becauſe” they declingd 
the Secret Council, as Judges competent in Cauſes porelp Spiritual, ſuch 
as. the Nature and Conſtitution ofa General Aſſembly is, they were firſt 
remitted to the Priſon at Blackneſs, and other Places. And thereafter, 
fix of, the moſt- confiderable of them, were brought under 9 
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Blackneſs to Linlyhgow before the Criminal Judges, to Anſwer an At? f 
cuſation of High Treaſon, at the Inſtance of Sir Thomas Hamilton King's 


Advocat, for declining ( as he alledged) the King's Jawfui Authority, in re- 


fuſing to admit the Council Judges competent in the Cauſe of the Nature of 
Church Judicatories, and after their Acculation, and Anſwer was Read; by. 


the Verdict of aJury of very conſiderable Gentlemen, Comdemned as guilty 


5 * 


of High Treaſon, the Puniſhment continued till the King's pleaſure ſhould : 
be known, and thereafter their Puniſhment was made Baniſment, that 


the cruel Sentence might ſome way ſeem to ſoften their ſevere Puniſhment. 
as the King had contrived it, 4b | A 3901 1885 


While he was in "Blackneſs, he wrote his famous Letter to Dame Lilia. 
Grabam Counteſs of Wigtoun, which here I have inſert. . 


* The Conſolations ef the Holy Ghoſt, be multiplied upon you, in | 


© CHRIST JESUS. 


© Often and many times, Chriftian aud Elect Lady, I have deſired. the Op: 


© portunity to be 'comforted with that Conſolation, wherewith it hath pleaſed : 


© GOD of his free Grace and Mercy, to fill and furniſh you. 'Your Rememe-' 
© brance is very Sweet and Comfortableto my very Soul; ſince the firſt time 
I knew you in Chriſt Jeſus, I have ever been mindful of yon unto the 


© LORD; and now, not emp e to refrain any longer, I could not omit 


© this Occaſion ; not knowing how long it may pleaſe the LORD, to continue 
my Being in this Tabernacle,or give me further Occaſion of writing to any? 


Although I have not great Matter at this Time; Yet, in Remembrance 


© of your Labcur of Love, Hope and Patience, I muſt needs *Satute your Lat 


* 


— 


© dyſhip, knowing aſſuredly you are the Choſen of GOD, ſet apart before 2 


© ever the World was, to that Glorious and Eternal Inheritance. Being thus' 


- 


have 
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©haye theſe long White Robs given me, that I may walk in White Rayinent, 
© with thoſe Glorious Saints, who have waſhed their Garments, and have made 
them White in the Blood of the Lamb. Why ſhould I think-it a ſtrange 
© thing, to be removed from thizPlice, to that; wherein my Hope, my Joy, | 
© my Crown, my elder Brother, my Head, my Father, my Comforter, and * 
S all the glorious Saints are; and where the Song of Moſes, and the Lambare 
* ſung joyfully 4 where we ſhall not be compelled to fit by the Rivers of Baby- 
lan, and to hang ap our Harps on the Willow Trees; But ſhall take them 
up and ſing the New Halleluj ah, Bleſſing, Honour, Glory and Power to Him 
that ſits upon the Throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and ever? What is 
there under the Old Vault of the Heavens, and in this Old worn Earth; 
Which is under the Bondage of Corruption, groaning and travelling in Pain, 
8 agd ſhooting out. the Head, looking, waiting and longing for the Redemp 
© tionof the Sons of SOD: What is there, 1 ſay, that ſhould make. me deſire 
to remain here? 1expett that New Heaven, and that New Earth, wherein 
© 'Righteouſneſs> dwelleth ; wherein I ſhall reſt for evermore. I look to get 
© Entry into the New Jeruſalem, at-one of theſe Twelve Gates, whereupon | 
are Written the Names of the Twelve Tribes of the Children of Hacl. | , 
© know, that Chriſt Jeſus hath prepared them for me. Why may I not then, 
©-with Boldnels in his Blood, ſtep into that Glory, where my Head, and my 
OR db hath gone before me? JESUSCHRIST is the Door, and the Porter- - 
Wo then ſhalt hold me out? Will he let them periſh-for whom he died, 
will he let them poor Sheep be pluck't out of his Hand, for whom he hath © 
© laid: dowa his Liſe? Who ſnall condemn the Man, whom G0 hath juſt ifi · 
8 e hilf lay any thing to the Charge of the Man for whom CHRIST 
_ © -hath died, or rather riſen again ? I kriow have grievouſly tranſgreſſed, dut 
© where Sin abounded, Grace will ſuperabound : 1 know'my fins are red as 
© Scarlet and Crimſon,yet the Red Blood of Chriſt my LORD, can make them 
White as Snow or Wopl: Whom have. in Heayen, but him, or whom de- 
© fice I in the Earth beſiàg Him? O Thou, the faireſt among the Children of 
T i 8 


Men, Pſal: 73. 2. TR Light ofthe Gentiles, the Glory of the Jem, the 
© Life of the Dead, the I of Angels and Saints, my Soul panteth to be with 
Thee, will put my Spirit into thy Hinds, and thou wilt nat put me out of 

_ © thy .Prelence, I will come unto Thee; for Thou caſt caſts none away that 
© comes unto Thee: O Thou the Delight of Mankind, Thou cameſt to ſeek - 
© and.torfavethat which was loſt: Thou ſeeking me, haſt found me, and 
© nom being found by Thee, I hope, O. LORD, thou wilt, not let me perifh, .. 
4 deſire to be with Ther, and do long for the Fruition of thy bleſſed Pre- 
© ſence, and Jay ofthy Countenance: Thou the only good Shepherd art full 
© ot Grace and Truth; therefore I truſt, Thou wilt not᷑ thruſt me out of the 
© Noor of Grace. The Law was given by AMHoſes, but Grace and Truth by Thee: 
© Who ſhall ſeparate me from thy Love, ſhall Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, or Per- 

* ſecution, or Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Petil, or Sword? Nay, in all theſe 

L things, | amy more than Conqueror, through. thy Majelly, who hath loved 
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me: For I am! perſwided, that neither Death, nor Life, nor Printipalities, 
© nor Powers, nor any other-Creature, is able to ſeparate me from the Love 
© of the Majeſty, which is in Chriſt Jeſus my LORD. I refuſe not to die with 
Thee, that 1 may live with Thee. I refufe not to ſuffer with Thee, that 1 
© may rejoice with Thee, Shall not all things be pleaſant to me, Which may 
be the laſt Step, by which, and upon which I may come unto thee? When 
© ſhall I be ſatiate with thy Face? When ſhall I be drunk with thy Pleaſares 7 
Come LORD Jeſus, and tarry not. The Spirit ſays, Come: The Bride ſays E 
Come; even ſo LORD Jeſus come quickly; and tarry not. Why ſhoul 
© the Multitude of my Iniquities, or Greatneſs of themaffright me? Why 
© ſhbuld I faint in this my Defire to be with Thee? The greater Sinner] have 
been, the greater Glory will thy Grace be to me, unto afl Eternity. O un- 
s ſpeakable Joy { Endleſs, Infinite and 2 Compaſſion ! O Sea of ne- 
« yer fading Pleaſure! O Love of Loves! O--the Breadth and Height, and 
6s DepthandLengch of that Love ot Thine, that pafſeth allKnowledpe / TheLove 
< 'of Jonathan Was great indeed unto David, it paſſe th the Love of Women, 
« but thy Love OLOR Doaſltth all createdLove:O e 5 
© without beginning, &Ending withoutEnd, Thou art my Glory, my J and 
© my Crow, Thou haſt ſet me under thy Shadow with great Delight, & thy 
© Fruit is ſweet unto my Taſte; Thou haſt brought me into thy Binquet - 
© ing Houſe, and placed me in thy Orchard; Stay me with Flaggons, and 
© comfort me with Apples, for I am fick, and my Soul is wounded with thy | -* 
Love. Behold thou artfair my Love, behold thou art fair, Thou haft Doves 
Eyes > Bcholdthou art fair my Beloved, yea, pleafant; allo our Bed is green; © 
© The Beams of our Houſe are Cedars, and our Rafters are of Fir; how fair 
and how pleaſant art thou, O full of Delights, my Heart is raviſhed with 
© Thee: O when ſhall I ſee thy Face! How long wilt thog dea to be with 
me as 2 Roe, or à young Hart, leaping upon the Mountains, and ping 2 
pon the Hills; as a Bundle of Myrrhe be thou tome, and lye all Night. 
© detwixt my Breaſts 2 .- Becauſe of the Savour of th good Oyntments, thy 
© Name is as Oyntment poured forth; therefore Ye re I to go out of this De- 
© fart, and to come to the Place here thou ſitteſt at thy Repaſt, and Where 
© thou makeſt thy Flocks to reſt at Noon. When ſhall de filled with his 
© Love? Surely if a Man knew how precious it were, he would count alt things 
© 'Droſs and Dung to gain it: Truly I would fong for that Scaffold, or that Ax, 
© or that Cord, that might be to me that laſt, Step of this nay weariſonr: our. 
ney, to ga to thee my LORD. Thou who knows the Meaning of the Spitit, - 
© give Anſwer- to the peakiog, Sighing.and Groaning of the Spitit. Thou 
© who haſt inflamed my Heart to ſpeak to thee in this filent, yet lovely Lan: 
© puageof ardent, and fervent Deſires, ſpeak again unto my Heart, and an- 
© (wer my Deſires, which thou haſt made me ſpeak to thee, 10%. 15; 55 v 
© Death where'is thy Sting, O Grave where is'thy Filtory? 5 "of Prat 
© 35 Sin, the Strength of Six 43, the, Lam, Thapks bg to. O D, be gi urth to 5 
* me the Victory through” Jeſus Grit. Whal can be trou leſome to me, 55 : 


\ 
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my LORD looks upon me. with ſo loving and amiable a Countenanee, 
©. and how greatly dal long for theſe Embracements of my LORD, O that 
© he would kiſs me with the kiſſes of his Mouth. Cant. 1. 3. Fr his Love 
is better than Wine. O that my Soul were the Throne wherein he migmm 
© dwell eternaly! O that my Heart were the Temple wherein he might be 
1 magnified, and dwell for ever! All Glory be unto my GOD, Angels and 
© Saints praiſe ye Him, O thou Earth, yea Hills and Mountains be glad, you 
© ſhall not bewearied any more with the Burden of Corruption, whereurito * 
© you have been ſubject through the Wickedneſs of Mankind: Lift vp your 
Heads and be glade; for a Flite ſhall make you clean from all your Uegcrb 
© tion and Vanity, wherewith for many Years. you have been infected: Let 
the Bride rejoice let all the Saints rejoice? for the Day of the Marrlage with 
the Bridegroom { even the Lamb of GOD) is at hand, and his fair white 
© Robes ſhall be given her, ſhe ſhall be arrayed with the golden Veſtry, and 
Needle work of his maniſold Graces that fhallbe put upon her: He who is 
© her Life ſhall quickly appear, and ſhe ſhalt quickly appear with him, in the 
Glory and Happineſs of a conſummate Marriage. But I muſt remember my 

© ſelf, I know have been greatly {treggrthened and ſuſtained by your Prayers 

( Konourable Lady, and dearly beloved in bu LORD Jeſus ) continue 1 

© pray-you. as you have begun, in wreſtling with the LORD for me, that 

732 Shri may be magnified in my mortal Body, whether living or dead; that 

© my Soul may be lifted. up to the third Heavens z that I may taſte of theſe 
+ © Toyesthat are at the right Hand of my heavenly Father, and that with Glad- 

* neſs I may let my Spirit. go. thither, whete my Body thall ſhortly follow. 
Who amIthat he ſou! firſt have called me, and then conſtitute me a 
Miniſter of the glad Tidings of the Goſpel of Salvation, theſe l 

£. Years already, and now laſt of all to be a Sufferer for His Cauſe and 

Kingdom. Now let it be fo, that I have fought my Fight and run my 

4 Race, and now trom henceforth is laid up for me that Crown of Righte- 
- © ouſnels, Which the LORD. that Righteous GOD will give, and not to 
me only, but to all that love His appearance, *afd .choiſe' to Witneſs this, 

c that Jeſus Chriſt is the King .of Saints, and that His Church is a moſt 

© free Kingdom, yea as free as any Kingdom under Heven, not only to 
+ 8 Convocate, Hold, and keep her Meetings, and Conventions and Aſſemblies; 

© but alſo to Judge of all her Affairs, in all her Meetings, and Conventions 

£ amongſt her Members and Subjects. Theſe two Points, Firt, That 

© Chriſt is the Head of bis Church. Stcomdly,, That She s free in ber 
© Government from all other Jurifdiftion, - except Chriſt's: Theſe two 

© Points, I fay, are the ſpecial Cauſe of our Impriſonment, being now Con- 
'6 vict as Traitors for the Maintaining thereof: We have been eber Waiting 

6 with Aye give the laſt Teſtimony of our Blood in Confirmation 


* * 


2 thereof,'3f_.it mould leaſe our GOD to be favoutable 2s to Honour us 


With that Dignity : Tea 1 do affirm,” that theſe two Pbints above writ- 


* 


$ ten, and all other "things Which belong” te Chriſt's Crown, "Sceptery and 
Bag a  - Kingdom 
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Kingdom, ire not ſubject, nor elbe be to any other Authority, but 
„to his own altogether, So that I Wenld be moſt glad to; be offe ng | 


4s 2 Sacrifice for fo Glorious.a Ttuth; But alas! I fear that my Sins an 
the abuſe of ſo Glorious Things as. I hate ſound, deprive me of ſo 
4 fair-a Crowur wr. my LORD doth ;Know, if he would call me to it 
and ſtrengthen me'in it, it would. be to me the e 
„ gladeſt Hour [ ever ſay int this Life., but 1 am in His hand to do wit 
me whatſo. ver ſhall pleaſe His Majeſty, It may lſuffice me, that I have had ſo 
© Jong* a time in che knowledge of the Goſpel, and that I have ſeen tle 
© things that have fen, and heard the things I have heard, and through 
the Grace of GOD, L have been fo long a _ Witgels of theſe Glorious 
and Good News, in my weak Miniſtry, and that my Witneſſing hath not 
© been altogether without Fruit, and Bleſſing; ſo that I hope at that Day, 
I ſhall have him to be my Crown, my Glory, my Joy, and Reward, and 
* therefore boldly 1 ſay with Simeon, LORD nom lette ft thou thyServant depart 
in Ptare, ( not in a peaceable dying in my Bed) but by rendering up to 
Him my Spirit, and the Sealing and n this Truth with my Blopd, | 
I defire not to have it remedied, but let my LORD'S Will be denen | 
' © Now that Prophecy is at hand, which theſe'two Worth Servants ofthe S 
© LORD, Mr. George Wifhart, and Mr. John Knox, my FatherinLaw ſpake, . | 
© vhich was, That Chriſt ſhould be Crucified' in this Kingdom, but Glorious 2-1 8 
© fhould'bs his Reſurreftion; as Mr. Knox with his ]. Hand upon the Mr: 
© pine Evin Harmony: upon the Paſtion'did Write, which is yet Ex- 
4 tant But alas for this King om, My Teſtimony now doth ol diff s 6 
© from that of tnany before his Lime, who ſaid, That tie Kingdoni of Sue: 
© [2nd ſhould be Blood, the Kingdom hall de drivn'in Blood, a Furbimed ö 
and Glittering Sword is already drawn out of the Scabbard, which ſha 
not not return until it be made drunk with the blood of Men in this Land. 
< firſt the heavy luteſtine Sword, and then the Sword of the Stranger, G 
© doleful Seorlarnt, well were he that were removed from thee, that his 
Eyes might not ſee, nor his Ears hear all the Evils that are to come 
4 upoh thee: Neither the ſtrong Man by his Strength, nor the Rich Man 
dy his Riches, nor the Nobfeman by his Blood, ſhalf he deliyered from 
© the Judgemeats. © There's a great Sacrifice totbe made in Boſrab; in thee 
© O Scotland; of the Blood of alt forts, in- the Land; Ephraim hall con- 


. 

© ſure Manaſſeh, and Manaſſeh Ephraim + Brother againſt Brother, and. 

: © every Man inthe Judgement oi the' LORD ſhYFbe' Rrmeq, to thruſt his 
t © Sword in the Side of his Neighbour, aud ag for the e 8 
5 Glorious Goſpet: And that Blood which; vyrg offered to tee O Sc, 

o © in fo ptenteous à manner, that the like thereof hath nt beert offered t 

= © any Nation, therefore thy Judgement ſhall be greater? But tho Sanctus: 

g xy muſt be begun at, and the Meaſure is not fallfled, till the Blood of the - 8 
n Saints be ſhed, then the Cries will de great and will not ſtay; till they 8 
us t bring the EORD down ftem Heaven his Thrones to ſee if ide Sins of | 
1 J e . n I». N. ah... TS „ ee. 
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Set land be according to Fl a thereof; neither hall there be any sub- 
© je&& in the Land, from the. greateſt to the meaneſt, guiltles. The guitr 
t of our Blood ſhall not only ly upon our Prince, but alſo upon our own 
© Brethren, Biſhops, Counſellers andCommiſſſoners, it is they , even they that 
© have ſtirred up our Prince againſt us; We.muſt therefore jay the Blame and 
© Burden of our Blood upon them. eſpecially, however the reft above writ- 
© ten be..partakers of their ſins with them: And as to the reſt of our 
© Brethren, who either by ſilence. approve, or by_crying Peace Peace, 
A r the Arm of the Wicked, that they cannot return, in the mean 
© time make the Hearts of the Righteous: {ad, they ſhall all in tike manner 
be guilty of High*Treaſon . againſt the KING of Kings, the LORD JE- 
| 4 808 CHRIST. bie Crown, and. Kingdam. | 3 W 
- © Next unto them all our Commiſhoners, Chancellor, Preſident, Comp- 
-© troller, \Advocat,. and next.unto them, all that--firſt--or taſt»ſat-in Coun- 
_ - © cil, and did not bear plain Teſtimony for: Jelus Chriſt, and his King- 
dom, lor Which we do ſuffer, And next unto them, all thoſe who ſhould 
have at preſent, and Who ſhould at ſuch times have come, and made 
8 n Teltiman of Chriſt faithfully, although it had been contraty to 
0 TY Ihe and with the hazard of their Lives. When the poor Jews 
-© were in ſuch Danger, that nothing was expected but utter Deſtruction, 
Queen Ether, -( after three Days Faſting ) concluded thus, with her 
; 1 f wil ( faid: ſhe );go in tothe King ( thqugh it be not according to 
£. Law) and if I peri, IJ. perifhy; Eſt her g. 16, With this. Relolution, 
2 ſuch as are born Counlellers, ſhauld have ſaid, Chriſt's Kingdom is now 
£.in my hand, and Iam bound alſo and Sworn, hy a. ſpecial Covenant, to 
-© maintain the Doctrine and Diſcipline thereof according to my Vocation 
-© and Power, all the Days of my Life; under all the Pains contained in 
- © the Book of GOD, and Danger of Body and-Soul, in the Day of. GOD's 
. ſearlul Judgement. And Sharpe. though I ſhould. periſh in the Cauſe, 
-© yet will I ſpeak for it, and why ir > nd it, according ta my Vo- 
& cation. Finally, All thoſe that Counſel, Command, Conſent, and Allo 
are Guilty in the Sight of GOD. But the Mourners for theſe Evils, a 
© the Faithful of chef and, and thoſe who. are unfeignedly grieved in Heart, 
for all theſe Abominations, thoſe ſhall be Marked as not Guilty, Exel. g. 
- * © ] know. not whether, I ſhall have occafion-to-yrite ; ain. And there- 
+ fore, by. this Letter as 4H Larter: Mil and:Teftament, I give Teſtimony, 
£'Warning and Knowledge of theſe things to all Men, according to the 
Lord's Dirgction to the Prophet, Sen of Man, Ihave made thoe a. Mate h- 
gan. Ex. 33-7. Cc. T erelore l give Warnigg to all Men hereby 
that fig Man's Blood be required at my band. Thus deſiring the belp 
© of your Prayers, with my Humble Commendations, and Service in 
© CHRIST, to my- Lord Your. Husband, and all the Saints there. The 
4 Meſſenger ef Pegce be with Jou all for ever more, Amen. g a 
\ Blackneſs Jan, Tours to my full Power for the time CHRIST's Priſoner 
. Aces. A. JOHN WELSH, This 


. my Copy df this 7 — Letter; and as it is, a Queſtiogg 
1 Whether the great Prophecy concerning Scotland be, yet, ſulfilled; - 
; or do receive its Accompliſhment? So there is no doubt, part of it is 
: -fulfilled, For of all thoſe, who werefalſe Judges in his cruel Sentence, there 
is now no Remnant nor Memory; asit is commonly obſerr ec. 
Another famogs prophetical Letter he wrote to Sir Villiam Livingfton of 
_ Kilſyth, one of the Lords ol the Colledge of Juſtice, whereof this. is my Copy. 
Right Honourable, My hearty Salutations remembred in the LORD? 
- © Your Love and Care many times have certainly comforted-me. And having 
no other thing to requite,, | ſhall (as I may) deſire him who is able ta do, 
: : #09 path undertaken.it, to meet you and yours with Conlolations, in his 
good I ime. > | | i 14 
8 : As fonthe Matter it ſelf, the Bearer will ſhew you, That what is requirs x 
ed is ſuch a thing, as-in the ſight of our LORD we may not do, without 
both the Hazird of our Conſciences, and Liberty of Chriſt's Kingdom; 
* which ſhould be dearer to us than any thing elle : What a Slavery Were, 
© it to us to bind our Conſciences, in the Service of gut GOD, in the means, 
eſt Point of our Callings, to the Will of Man or Angels; and we are full 
6 dar hs what we did was acceptable Service to our GOD, who hatn 
put it ups Service done to him; and has allowed and ſealed it. to us by ma 
* ny Tokens: So that it were mae than high Impiety and Apaſtacy, to teſtia._ 
ie the Ruine or undoing gf any thing, which our GOD hath ordained to be 
done. We, Sir, if che. LORD will, are yet ready to do more in our Calling, . 
and to ſufter more for the (ame, if ſo be it may pleaſe our GOD to call us to 
* it, and ſtrengthen us in it; for our (elves we dare promiſe nothing, but in 


S. 


© our GOD, all things. 


© Asfor.that Inſtrument Sporſweod, we are ſure the LORD will never bleſs - 
* that Man, but a Malediction lyes upon him, and ſhall accom zuy all his do? 
© ings 3 and it may be, Sir, yeur Eyes ſhall ſee as great Confuſion, 8 
him ere he. go to his Gr; er as exer did his Prediceſſors. Now ſyrely, Sir, 1. 
am far from bitternek3 ; ere | depounce.the, Wrath of an Pee p 
© GOD againſt him, Which aſſuredly hall.fall, except it be prevented. S, 
© Dagox {hall not ſtand before the Ark of the LORD; and theſe "Names of wh” 
© Bleſphemy that he wears of Lord Biſbop and Arch- Biſhop, Will have a fearfal. 
End. Not one Beck is to be given to. Zaman, .{uppgle be were as great a . 
© Courtier as ever he Was; ſuppoſe the Decree were. PATSS x ſeale A” 
© with.the King's Ring, Deliverance will come to us elſewhere and not. Py... 
him, who has been ſo fore an [nſtrumeat, notagainſt our P. rſons that Were, : 
nothing but ' proteſt to you, Sir, in the Gghtof my GOD, I forgive. hits 3 
all the evil he has done, or can do to me; but unto Chriſt's poo? Kirk, in 76 1-8 
© ſtamping under Foot ſo glorious-a, Kingdom and Beauty, as was once in Ibs © 
© Land; he has helped to cut Samſn's Hair, and to expoſe him 1 Meding U 
but the LORD will not be mocked: * Mall becalt Way as a Stone, ad: -* 
i* gf. a Sling; his Name ſhall rot, an Ae cn all upon Bis Pe. 
2 Rerity, 


1 


1 


— 
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| © ſterity after he is gone. Let this, Sir, be a Mohunrent of it, that it was told 
| © before; thatwhen it ſhall come to paſs, it may be ſeen there was warnin 
© giyen him: And therefore, Sir, ſeing ! have nor the Actels my ſelf, if it 
* Would pteaſe GOD to move you, 1 wiſh you did deliver this hard Meſſage - 
© to him; not as from me, but from the LORD. + | e- de 
„„ e Mr. JOHN WELSH.” 
"RE Matt upon wWhom he. complains and threatens ſo ſore, was Biſop Spot 
| 1 wood, at that time deſign'd Ach. Biſhop of Gloſgow?, and this Prophe- 
ey was punctarxhy accomplithed, though after the Space of fourty 
Tears: For firſt, the Biſhop himſelf died in a ſtrange Land; and (as many 
ſay) in Miſery: Next his Son Sir Robert Spit / wood, ſometime Precident of 
the Seſſion, was beheaded by the Parliament of Scotland at the Metcat-Crofs * 
of St.* Andrews; in the Winterafter the Battet of Philiphaugh, t0-Whih 1 my 
ſelf (With many thouſands } was Witneſs, and as ſoon as ever he came upon 
the Scaffold, Mr. Blair the Miniſter of the Town told him, That now 
Welſh hig Prophecy was fulfhed upon him. To which he reply'd in anger, That 
Mr. Welſh and he were both fel Prophets. 5 | 
e remarkable Paſſages in bis Befia 


where one Night fitting at Supper with ene (Who was Uncle 
to Mr., Wels Wie) as his Manner 3 the Company with 
aca edifying Diſcourſe, which was welb received by all the Company, 
only one debauched Popiſh young Gentleman, who ſome. times laugh'd, 


and 
| pony to be filefit; -and obſerye' the 
ocker, which they ſhoald preſent. 


niſichent of all the Companß x. e e | 
fr wonder they tell of him at the fame fb “ y 
| is 
: Gen 5-41 indeed verycivit to Mr: Wt; but being for a long time 

_ thrduphithe Multitude of Aﬀeits kept from viſiting Me! Nel in hi“ Cham- 

der N he Was one day: walkibig in the Court, and eſpying Mr. Welp It bis 5 b 
nee 5 4 8 . 
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Chamber Window, asked. him, Kinlp How he did, and if in an y thing he 
could ſerve him. Mr. Wailſh.anſwered him, Her would th K his 
Torulbip being at that time to go to Court) to petition King? James in his 
Name, t hat height habt Liberty ta praac h the Goſpel: Which my 1 pro: 
.. wiled to do. e antiered, 2h \Lordghuth-becaule you arg my, Kin alman, 
and N age + would Tag 7 N at and obreft you 255 2 Fr: 
except you fait eform. My Lord ANIVETE Won t orm 
his | 6:4 2 Ad) went for London. But tho' at his firſt Fa 
; really pu rpoſed to. preſent thePetition to theKi ngzand l he found 
-in lack A Rage agalaſt the Godly Miniſters, that he d nof, at, that 
preſent it, o he thought fit to delay it, and theres ter fy lly forg in 


" The firſt- Time Me. Wilf6 ſaw his Face after his Retufn (ks Court, b * aſ- 


* him what he had done with his Petition? My: bat he had 
reſented it to es, but that the King -wazs in ſo great a Rage againſt = 
Miniſteraat that time, h W e eved it had been faregotten ;. For he had gol | 
no Anſwer. Don Gid-Mr. to him, aiy Lord,you ſhouid not. yet 808, 
and to me, for I know you —— delivered Ih though warned ine, to take 


+ head..not..to-Ungertake it, except. you wauld Rt form it; but:beca | 
o babe Elie 


- have dealt ſo Unfaithfully,, Remember GOD ſhall take from you 
and Honours, and give them to your = hbour in your own: time. \ 
accordingly cawe to paſs, for both hi. ate and Honours were in ws — 
; Lr tranſlated. {anc nerd 
Cadet, but not. Mul Heir of 


amily. 


While he was "Jetained Priſoner i 2 "Edinburgh Caſtle, his Wife.uſed forthe 


- .. moſt part to ſtay in his Company 5 3 but upon a time fell.into 1 longing toes 
her Family in Air, to.which-with ſome ulty he elde: But hen ſne 
was to take Journey, he ſtrictly charged — to take the ordinary, 1 way to 
ber own Hauſe,-when ſhe came to. Air; nor to. paltby the Bridge through 
the Town z but to, paſs the River. owe þ the Ta an (de wake to 
his own Houle, and not to come into b 
come thither, yau ſhall find the, Flague dbl t 83 


came to pals. 

The Plague was at that Time yery terrible, and he being g ſepa 
rate from his People, it was to him the more grievous; but whe deny ihe 
of Air came to kim to de themſeves, his 5 . 

nedy (a Godly: Gentleman in their To .]n) id pray e or ac 
ſhould hear Him. This et they ene „an 

ing Mieter ol the honeſt GOD prayed. fervently- ae | 
- WAS 2 Mighty Wreliler with. GOD,). and accordingly 5 ande 
dere: af; 23 

3445 5 5 the time is come . leave Seth d, an 
1 i eventh of Navember 606 in he Sor 


s togk Ship at. Leith, and & Wa 
cenie, muy et ings on dels VT ap 
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Captain James, Who: was indeed a 
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them Farewel. After Prayer, they ſung the 234 Pſalm, and ſo with the* 
- * great Grief of the Spectators, ſet Sail for the South of France, ind Landed 
„in the River of Burdeaur. Within Fourteen” Wreks after his Arrival, luch 
Was the LORD's Bleſtipþ, on his Diligence, he was able to Preach in Fench, 
and accordingly was ſpeedily called to the Miniftry; firſt in one Village, 


IPSEU ; | 8 
then another ( one of them was Nerac ) and thereafter waz ſettled in Saint 
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Nan d' Angel, a conſiderable Walled Town, and there he continued the 
kreſt of the Time he ſojourned in Faure, which was about Sixteen Years: 
When he began firſt to Preach, it was obferved by ſome of his 'Hearers, - 
5 that white he continued in the Doctrinal part of his Sermon, he ſpoke very 
rorrect French ;, but when he came to his Applications, and when his Af- 
fections kindled; his Feryour made him ſometimes neglect the Accuracy of 
the 'French Conſtruction: But there were Godly Young Men, who Ad- 
moniſhed him of this; which he took in very good part, ſo for preventing 
- Miſtakes of that kihd, he defired the Young Gentlemen, when they per- 
*_.ceived him beginning to decline, to give him a Sign, and the Sign, was, 
they were both to ſtand up upon their Feet, and thereafter he Was more 
Etiact ih his Expreſſion. through his vrhole Sermon, ſo deſirous was he, 
not only to delwer good, Matter; but recommend it in neat Expreſſion. 
There were many times Per ſons of great Quality in his Auditory, before 
whom he was juſt as Bold as ever he had been in a Scots Village; which 
moved Mr. Boyd of Trechrig once to ask him. after he had Preached before 
" *the-Univerſity of Saumure with uch Boldneſs and Authority, as if he had 
been before: the meaneſt Congregation, how' he could be ſo Confident a- 
mong Strangers, and Perfons of ſuch Quality? To which he Anſwered, 
That he was fo filled with the Dread of GOD, he had no Apprehenſion 
ſtom Mam at all: And this Ainiwer ſaid Mr. Boyd did not remove my Ad- 
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Weather being'textreamly hot; 


was urged, not fly wirt ebe bur Diſpleaſute, they wer con- 
ſtrain'd to fotbear for” Twelve Hol 
'were paſt, Mr. Welſe was ſtill where he'was, and then his Friends perceiv- 


ed he believed the Voutig Man was not yet really Dead, but under ſome « 
Apoplectiek Fit, and therefore prop ed to him for his ſatisfaction, that 


Tryal ihouta*be made upoh "þ by Doctors and Chfrurgeons, if poſ- 


et he perſiſted” in his Requeſt, earneſtly. 
beging them t excufe hint for hace more 2,90 they tefr the Youth upon 
his Pallat for fan Thirty Six Hours, Bur even after all that, though be 


5 | | $80 ES 

Death were expired: Then they. returned, deſiring with great importa . 

nity the Corps ta ht be W Fat it might be ſpeedily Buried, the 
Vet 


ve Iours yet ät? After Fourty Eight Hours © 


— 


ſibly any Spark of Lite might be found in him, and wirh this he Was con- 


:tent © 80 the Phyſiclins axe ſet on Werk, Who pincht him with Pincers 
in the Fleſhhy parts of his Body; atid and twiſted a Bo firing abbut his Head 


with great force, but no Sign of Lite appeared im him, fo the Phyſicians 


pronounce him ſtrak Dead, and then there was no more Delay to be de- 


lired: Vet Mr. Weiß begged of them once mote; that they would but 


ſtep in to the next Room fot an Hour or two, and, teave hit with the 


Youth; and this they granted: Then Mr. Welſh felt down before the Pallat, 


and cryed to the LORD with alt his might for the laſt Time, and ſome- 


times looking-upon the Dead Body, continuing in wreſtling with the Lord,. 
'd his Eyes, .and cryed out to Mr, Welf 
whom hediſtinAly, knew, O Kr, J am all whele, but my Head and Legs 3 


tilt at length the Dead Youth open 


Anid-theſs wete the Places they had fore hurt; with their pinching+* © - 
When Mr. Welz petceiving this, he cafted upön his Friends,” and fhew? 
| ed/them the Bead Young, Man Reſt 


,j ored to Life" zgain, to théir- great A? 
ſtoniſhment; And this-Young Nobleman though his Father lr ide Eltate 


of Ochiltrie, lived to acquire a great Eſtate in Jreland,'and Was Lord Cutle- 


ſtewart; and a Man of ſuch Excellent Parts, that he was courted by the 
0 be 8 EO 

until. (he: eee Miniſters, who Suffered under the Biſtiops P, 

| - Feland were Reſtored to the Exetciſe of their Mimiſtry, 

und then he Engaged, ànd fo continued for all his Lite, not R 


Earl of Srafford to be. a Counſellof in Feland, which he refuſed 
in the Northof 
and Power; but inf the Profeſſion and practice of Godfin 


| Godfinels,' de the great 
Comfort of the Country *where he Lived. This Story the Nödleman com 


municat to his Friends in Ireland, and from them I had it. 


While Mr. Welf'was Miniſter in one of theſe French Villages, upon au 
Evening a certzin Popiſn Frier Travelling through the Country, becauſe he 
could not. find Lodging in the Whole Village, addreft b 34a Its 


Was content to freie this GuelF="\The Family tad Supt defore'h 


and ſo the Servants convoyed the Friet to his Chamber, and after they had 

made his Supper, they left him te his teſt.” There was but a; Timber Par- 

dition bepwixt him and Nr: Welſh; and alter the Frier bad leep's by feſt v 
ont Ns rn rr eke ry 5 


4 b e216 n:: 3s ST HE oo SHED O89 
VT; 4 5 2 


Cl * 
144 
* 


«+ 
fs | 
- 

- 


Fee, RW 
me, 


— 


WW. 
* 252 - 


| : - (2252 S = OP 
deep, he was ſurprized with the Noiſe of a. lilent, but conſtant. whiſpering 
With it. The next Morning be Walked in the. Fields, where. he chancad 
to rencounter a Country Man, who bieden er hecauſe of his Hadite 


asked Where he bad Lodged that Night - The Frier Anſwered, be ha 
Lodged with the. Qugnot Miniſter, Then the Country Man ask't him what 
Entertainment he had: The Frier Anſwered ,:. Very;Bad, for ( ſaid he 51 
always held there were Devils haunting theſs, Minifters Houſes, and I am 
erſwaded there was, one with me this: Night, - for I heard a continual 
Wh er all the Night over, Which I believe was no,, ather. thing, than the 
-Miniter and the Devil converſing together. The Country Man told him, 
he was much Miſtaken, and that it was nothing elſe but the. Miniſter at 
his, Night. Prayer. O ſaid the. Frier, Does the Günter Proy .any. Ves, 
mor than any Man in France, Anſwered the C. a 
pleaſe to ſtay another Night with him you may be fatisfied. + The 
got him home to Mr., We//'s Houſe, and pretending ladilpoſition, entreat- 
ed another Nights Lodging, which was granted him. 
* Before Dinner, Mr. Welf came from his Chamber, and made his Family 
Exerciſe, according to his Cuſtom. And firſt he ſung a Plalm, then read 
'a Portion of Scripture, and Diſcourſed upon it, thereafter he. Prayed with 
great Fervour, 4s his Cuſtom was: To all which the Frier was an Aſto- 
"niſh't. Witneſs. After the Exerciſe they, went to Dinner, where the Frier 
was very Civilly Entertain'd, Mr. Welſp forbearing all-Queſtion and Dif- 
pute for the time; when, the Evening came Mr..We/ made his Exerciſe 


- 


£ 


* 


much to know. what the Night Whiſper. was, and in that he Mas ſoon la- 
tisfied, lor after Mr. 21% his fir fi. ſleep, the -Noiſe began, and then the 
. Frier xeſolved.to be ſure what it was, fo he, creep't ſilently to Mr. Wells 
Chamber Door, and there he heard not only the. Sgund, 'ibut:the;Words 
'diſtigly,and, Communications betwixt Man and GO, and ſuch as he knew 
not bad been. in the World. Upon this the next Morning, as ſoon as Mr. 


Bred in Ignorance, and Lived in Darkneſs all his Time, but now he was re- 
ſol ved to adventure his Soul with Mr. Welſb, and thereupon declared him- 
ſelf Prate tant: Mr, Welſß Welcom'd him, and Encouraged bim, and he 


continued 4 conſtant Proteſtant. to his Dying Day. This Story I had fdr 
zee e Was Bred.Jn Mre If oj chis lenke in aner, About 
iini os * ' - 11 
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there; becauſe of their Religion, the City of Saint Ian d Angely was hyhim 


and ee gal befiegodzan brought into extreme Danger: Mr. Melſb was 
0 


Miniſter in the Town, and mightily encauraged. the Citizens 10 hold out, af. 
Biel chen, COD ele deliver! em! In the time o 


the Siege, a Cannon- 
Bal 


* *. 


- Noiſe, at which he wondered. very much, and was not a little Troubled 


ountry «Man, and if you © 
Frier . 


as be had done in the Morning which occaſioned yer more Wondering in 
the ed ae Apes to Bed they all went, but the Frier longed 


46 King of Froncey made Were ygon theroteſiants 


Bill pierced the Bed 0 ing upon which he got up, but-would, 
not leave the Room, till he kad by clean 'ra 


— 


the King Hunners planted a great Gus, ſo conveniently upon a riſing Ground 


the whole Wallin great Terror, an 

r. Welſe wit 8 
till to hoſd out, and runing to the Wall himſelf, found the Cannon 
Was 2 Bufgendi an) near the Wall, him he entreated to mount the Wall, pro- 
miling to aſſiſt him in Perſon; ſo to the Wall they got. The Cannonier told 


* 


the il yer acknowledged. his Delive- 
rance. During this Siege, the Townimen mide ſtout Detence; tili once one 9 ; 
that therewith he could command the whole Wall, upon Which the Townf⸗ 
men made their greateſt Defence. ＋ they were conſtrained to forſake, 

though they had ſeveral Guns planted. 


. 
* 


971 1 Man duf{t undertake to manage tbem: This being told 


great Affrightment, he not with anding_encour ed them 5 
v ni (who 


* 


Mr. Welfs, that either they behoved to diſmount the Gun upon the riſing 
Gtound, or elſe were ſurely loſt: Mr. Welfs defired him to aim well, and he . 


ſhould ſerve him, and GOD would help him; fo the Gunner falls a ſcouring 
his Piece, and Mr. Welſb runs to the Powder to fetch him a Charge; but ag / 


ſoon as he was returningthe Kings Gunner fires his Piece, which carries both 


him; for having left the Ladle, he filled his Hat with Powder, wherewith 
Gunner loaded his Piece, and dilmounited the King's Gun at the firſt Shot, ſo 
the Citizens returned to their Polt of Defence; + . 5 


* 


a 


a 
* 
oh 
4 


the Powder and Ladleout of Mr. Welf's Hands, which yet did not e 
the 


* 


This diſcouriged the King fo, that he ſends ta the Citizens to offer then” 


fair Conditions, which were, That they ſhould enjoy the Liberty of their Reli-.. 
gion, their Ciuil Priviledgei, and their Walls ſhauld not he demeliſhed-: Only the 
King defired for his Honour, that he might enter the City, with bis Servants in 
a friendly Manner. This the City thought fit to grant; and the King with a 

Time: But while the King, was in the 


few more entered the City for a ſhort 


4 


City, Mr. Welfo preached as was his Ordinar, which much offended the French * 


Court; ſo on à day when he was at Sermon, the Kitig ſen; the Duke 4 Eſ-. 
rnon to fetch him out of the Pulpit in to his Preſence. The Duke Went with . 


* 


e 
bis Guard, and as ſoon as he entered the Church where Mr. #/ el/þ was preach - 


ing, Mr. Wei/fb commanded to mak and 
might hear the Word of the LORD. The Duke luſtead of Interrupting him 


e way, and to ſet a Seat, that the Duke 


— 


ſat down, and gravely heard the Sermon to an End, and then told t. Hels, 


He behoved to go with him to the King, which Mr.Welfp willingly 8 2 


the Duke came to the Ning, the King asked him, Hby be brought not the Ain 


er with him? and why-he did nat interrupt him ; The Duke anfwered, Nen 


ver Man ſpoke lille this Man, but that he had brought him with him. Where 


* 
* 


upon Mr. Welſß is called, and when he entered: the King's Rob m, he Kneeled 
n | ante,” Thereafter the 

King challenged him; how he durſt preach where he was; fince it was dgainſt 
Az of Fanct, that any Man ſhould preach within theYerge of his Cort: 


upon his Kees, and ſitently prayed for Wiſdom and A 
the 


* 
Mr. Melſ inſwered him, Sir; ifyou did right, yu would: 
preach, and make al Eronce hear me fili. bor ( ſaid 8 
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e )1 preach not a3 
moss 
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come ang hear me 


* 


— 


1 


_ . thoſe Men you uſe to hear preach omg en from their's in theſe = 
two Points, Firft, I preach you muſt be ſaved by the Death and Merits of IE:. 
SUS CHRIST, and not your own. Next I preach ( (aid he) That as you are 
on ba rf PA are under the Authority, and Command of no Man on p 
Earth; Thoſe Men ( ſaid he) whom you hear ſubje& you to the Pope of As 

. Rome, which | will neyer do. The King replyed no more, but & bien vous 
ſerier mon Miniſtre, well, well you ſhall be my Miniſter, and ſome ſay cal- 
led him Father, which is an-Honour the King of France.beftows upon Fo of : 

the greateſt Prelats in France ; however he was Favourably Diſmiſſed at that 

time, and the King allo left the City in Peace. | RG 

But within a ſhort time thereafter the War. wes renewed, and then Mtr. 
-Welfh told the Inhabitants of the City, That now their Cup was full, and the . 
ſhould no more eſcape: Which accordingly c:me to pas, for the King Fs OE 
the Town, and as ſoon as ever it fell into his hand, he C mmanded Yiery the 
Captain of his Guard to enter the Town, and Preſerve his M niſter from al! 
Danger, and then were Horſes a!1d Waggons provided for Mr He, to 11 
Tranſport him and his Famity for Roc hel, 'whither he went, na there 8o- ti 

Journed for a Time. This 900% 0% Lord Bonds, Who red in Mr. 

: Weiſs Houſe told Mr. Li vingſton Miniſter at Ancrum, anu from him had it. 

Alter his Flock in Fance was Scattered, he obtained Liberty to come to 

England, and his Friends made hard ſute, that he migut be Permitted to 
© Return to Scotland ; Scher thePhyficians declared there was no other 

Way to preſerve his Life, dut by the Freedom he might have in his Native Air. © || 

But to this King Fame would never yield, proteſting. he Thould never be 
able to eſtabliſh his beloved Biſhops in Scotland, if Mr. Welſh werepermitied. © 
to Return thither; So he Languifhed at London a conſiderable Time; hit 
Diſeaſe was judged by ſome to have 2 Tendeey to a fort of Lep ofie, Phyſicſans 
nid he had been Poytoned. A languor he had, together with a great weak- © | 

. _ neſs in his Knees, eauſed by his continual kneeling at Prayer: By whievit 

- * ame to pals, that.tho* be was able to move his Knees, and to Wilk, yet he 

Mas wholly inſenſible in them, and the Fleſh became hard like a fort of Horn. 

But when in the time of his Weakneſs, he was defired to remit” ſomewhat 


* _- © *” of hisExceſfive Painfulneſs, his Anſwer was He had his Life of GOD, and 
d Friends importuned King Fames Very : much, that it he might dot tetu + ima. 
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Seeland, at leaſt de wicht have Liberty to Preach at London, which King James would © 
eser grant, till he herd all Hopei of Life were paſt, aud then he allowed him Liberty 
t Preach, not fearing his AQtivity.:c - | | . eee 


28 i . ea gy) 
©. * Always, ſoon a8 evt he har he might Fre. he.greedily £mbraced this Liberty, 0 
and having Acceſ: to a Lifturer's Pulpit, he went and Ftenched both long aud fervencly, , 
which was the laft Pertormance of Fix Lite, For afrer he had ended Sermon, he recur, ©. 
"ned to his Chamber, and within Two Hours, quietly and without vin, he reſigned bis 
Spii it Into his Maker's Hands, and was Buried near Mr. Deering, the Famous Engliſh: 1 
C 
e iS & | & & ad Labs. 
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